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VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR 
January 2019 

Christingle Service 
 

 

February 2019 

 
March 2019 

 
April 2019 

Gardeners’ Spring Show 

 

May 2019 

Benefice Sponsored Walk 

 

 

June 2018 

School Fete 

16th Church Fete 

22nd PreSchool Bingo 

24th PreSchool Strawberry Fayre &       
Car Boot 

July 2018 

15th Community Centre Family Day 

 

 

August 2018 

Community Picnics Weds 2-4pm 

 

 

September 2018 

15th Gardeners’ Autumn Show 
Autumn Fayre & Dog show 

Sponsored Ride & Stride 

Amberley Harvest Lunch 
29th Community Centre Race Night 

 

October 2018 

Marden Harvest Supper 

20th Community Centre Quiz Night 

 

November 2018 

Christmas Bazaar 

 

 

December 2018 

Carol Service - 3pm 
Chapel Carol Service - 3pm 

Amberley Carol Service - 6.30pm 

St. Mary’s Crib Service – 3pm 

It has been suggested that we keep a village calendar by month to show events happening in the village.  If your club is having an event like a 

fete, garden show we can add the date to the calendar.  Dates can be sent to us in the usual way. 

 

  

Marden Chapel Speakers 
All Services at 6.30pm 

June 2018 
3rd Steve Grisman 

10th Jill Brooks 

17th Jill Brooks 

24th Jill Brooks 

  

Marden Community Centre Bookings 
If you would like to make a booking for the Centre, please contact - Chris Wathen on 01568 797876. 

Alternatively, if no reply from the above number, please contact  - Paula Barrett on  07985 576230. 

Or email mardencommunitycentrehereford@hotmail.com 
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General Data Protection Regulation 
The GDPR comes into force on 25 May, as you will be aware from the many letters/emails you will have received from 

companies and charities. To comply with GDPR if you have contacted Marden News and Views with regards to an article, 

advertisement or for any other reason we will have retained your details you provided.  These will only be kept for the purposes 

relating to the reason you contacted Marden News & Views and will not be disclosed to any third parties. 

If you wish us to no longer hold your details for these purposes then please to contact us via 

mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk or on our usual telephone numbers. 

 

Hope you are enjoying the wonderful 

warm weather we have been having.  

Please to remember to wear your hat, put 

plenty of sun cream on and drink plenty of 

fluids. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Editors 

mailto:mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mardencommunitycentrehereford@hotmail.com
mailto:mardennewsandviews@hotmail.co.uk


Marden News and Views – June 2018 

VILLAGE CLUB NEWS 
MARDEN WI 
In May the resolution “Mental Health Matters” was discussed and voted on. The result will be taken by our delegate to the 

National Federation of Women’s Institutes Annual Meeting in Cardiff in June. 

After the business part of the meeting, members played several games of beetle. It was a fun evening which everyone enjoyed. 

In June we welcome Abbie Mason who will demonstrate Belly Dancing and there will be an opportunity for members to join in if 

they wish. This should be an entertaining meeting and we look forward to seeing you on Thursday 14th June at 7.30pm in the 

Community Lounge. If you have not been to one of our meetings before you are very welcome to attend as a visitor. 

SB 

Guides News 
Marden Guides & Rangers will be celebrating 100 years of Votes for Women by completing a challenge badge, finishing with 

an ‘Equalitea’ on Friday 29th June at 7pm.  Come and join us for tea and cakes, and interesting discussions. Everyone is welcome!  

 Keep your eyes peeled if you are in Marden- you may find a Herefordshire Rock painted by the Guides & Rangers. If you find 

one, take a photo and put it on the Herefordshire Rocks Facebook page – then hide it somewhere else, for someone else to find. 

Welcome to Marden Brownies, Guides & Rangers – the fun starts here! 

We build girl’s confidence and raise their aspirations. We give them the chance to discover their full potential, face 

challenges and have fun! Come and join us. 

For Brownies (Age 7-10 years) contact Trish on 01432 880859 

For Guides (Age 10 – 14 years) and Rangers (Age 14-18 years ) contact Alison on 01432 880094 or email 

mardenguides@outlook.com 

Guiding is fun for adults too! If you would be interested to help, please contact Alison. You would be given plenty of support and 

training to become a leader, or helper, and have a lot of fun! 

Alison Thomas – Guide Leader 

MARDEN GARDENERS 
On 8th May we spent a very entertaining evening learning all about composting. Rod Weston came all the way from Leicester and 

told us all we could ever wish to know about the subject. I think we were all shocked to hear of the amount of food wasted each 

year and yet so many of us struggle to turn our kitchen and garden waste into good compost. Rod talked us through the various 

types of composting solutions that are available, highlighting the pros and cons of each one, as well as giving us good advice on 

“ingredients” for the perfect mix. 

Our plant sale on 19th May was a great success. The weather was beautiful and we had lots of good plants for sale. Many thanks to 

everyone who donated plants, helped out on the day or came along to buy. 

On Tuesday 10th July we will be visiting Sue and Andrew Price who have kindly invited us to enjoy a summer evening in their 

lovely garden. Meet at 27, Walkers Green at 7.00 pm. 

On Tuesday 14th August we will be making a trip to Batch Cottage in Almeley. This 2 ½ acre garden is no longer open under the 

NGS scheme so we are very lucky to have the opportunity to visit. Features include a woodland walk, large pond, mixed borders 

and fern beds.  Entrance is £6.00 which includes a homemade cream tea. Meet at the school at 1.30 pm. Car sharing as usual so 

there will be lifts available for anyone who needs one. 
JP 

MARDEN ARTS & CRAFTS 
We are looking forward to a visit from Linda Hollom in June who will be demonstrating felting in her talk “Ewe and Me, Felt 

Artist”.  

We hope to see our members on Monday 25th June at 7.45pm in the Community Lounge and if you haven’t been to a meeting 

before of course you are very welcome to join us. 
 SB 

MARDEN & SUTTON OVER 60’S 
Members took part in a General Knowledge Quiz.  Outing in July – Bridgnorth was suggested.  Details to follow. 

Margaret Ansty sadly passed away.  A sympathy card was sent to her husband Ray. 

Next meeting June 7th. 

JP 
 

CHAPEL CHAT 
Our Friendship Hour in April took us on a tour of historic Hereford without even leaving Marden Chapel. Wendy Soilleux, a 

Mayor's Guide, gave a presentation which included old maps of the city's layout (the street plan of the centre hasn't changed since 

medieval times) and information about familiar buildings but pointing out features which we may not have noticed. We all came 

away having learned something new from her very interesting talk. 

It was a pleasure to welcome a visitor, Louise, who lives in New Zealand but who grew up in Marden and is at present staying 

with her parents in the village. 

SJA 
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MARDEN HISTORY SOCIETY 
We will not be holding our usual meeting on the 3rd Monday in the month of June. Instead we have brought our annual quiz 

forward to the middle of the year and will be holding it in the Community Centre on Saturday, June 23 rd at 7.30.  Full details 

appear in our advertisement elsewhere in this edition of News and Views. 

I look forward to seeing old and new friends and neighbours there. 

GN 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Our June meeting is on Tuesday 5 June 2018 at 2.30 pm in St Ethelbert's Room, Marden Church. We will be celebrating all things 

bright and beautiful with a 'God's World in the Summer' service. 

We will not be having a meeting in July, but will be holding a Coffee Morning to raise money for the Mothers' Union Summer of 

Hope appeal for families around the world. The event will be held at Rhoda Woodcock's house, 122 Three Elms Road, Hereford, 

on Saturday 7 July from 10.30 am to 12 noon. There will be a raffle and bring and buy stall. 

Please join us at these events. 

PG 
 

MARDEN BRANCH – HEREFORD WILDLIFE TRUST 

The next meeting is on Wednesday June 6th at Marden Community Lounge starting at 7pm. There will be a talk from Nigel hand, 

a bee keeper on Reptiles & Amphibians, followed by refreshments and a small raffle. Francis Weeks from HWT will be present to 

offer information. Come along and join in the fun! £2 for HWT members and £3 for non members. For more information: phone 

Mary Mackay on 01432880107.or e-mail Jessica Tidball jessica.tidball@btconnect.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MARDEN HISTORY SOCIETY 
       

MIDSUMMER QUIZ NIGHT 

SATURDAY 23rd June at 7.30pm 
at the Community Centre 

Organised by the History Society but not a history quiz 

 

This Year's categories 

1. Cartoon and Fictional Animals 

2. Colours 

3. British Landmarks 

4. (Interval Round) Anagrams 

5. World Cup Qualifying Countries 

6. Current Affairs 

 

So, come and join us for a pleasant evening among 

friends, if you like, bring a bottle of your favourite 

beverage to stimulate your memory. 

Tables for a maximum of Four at £3 per person to include 

tea or coffee in the interval 

Quizmaster again is Geoff Nash 

To book your table 

call Mrs Sandra Watkins on 01432 880258 
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SHEILA SMITH 
 

We are saddened by the loss of Sheila who founded the 

Friendship Hour some twenty five years ago and who put so 

much time into the running of the chapel. Her health had been 

failing for awhile and this year she had spent more time in 

hospital than at her home in Rudge Grove; nevertheless, she 

remained bright and cheerful, always delighted to see us, and 

ready with anecdotes from the past and present. 

During her nursing career Sheila worked in nine hospitals and 

was matron at three boarding schools. She had many happy 

memories of them all but particularly of her time on Christopher 

Robin Ward in Hereford Hospital where she enjoyed looking 

after the children. One of the highlights of her life was meeting 

Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother in 1971 and the 

commemorative photograph was always on show in her living 

room. 

Sheila's constant companion over many years was Monty, best 

described as a cat with attitude. He was fiercely loyal to her and 

rejected any affection from other people. Successfully re-homed, 

he now lives near Gloucester where he is special friends with an 

elderly collie. 

The service for Sheila was held in Marden Chapel which was full 

to capacity. She was born in Smethwick in 1933 and came from a 

large family, most of whom were able to attend, and five 

members individually took active roles in the celebration of her 

life. The sun shone, the singing was worthy of a fine male voice 

choir and the scent of spring flowers filled the air both indoors 

and out. 

Sheila is now laid to rest in Marden churchyard not far from her 

parents. 

SJA 

 

  

Thank You 
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, flowers, 

visits and offers of help following the death of my 

husband Colin.  I was completely overwhelmed by the 

kindness shown to me.  It is comforting to know Colin 

was thought so much of.  A special thank you to Matt 

Price-Hutchinson for his support including taking me to 

see Colin when I could not drive in the snow. 

Thank you all.  It is so much appreciated. 

Anne Lloyd 
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Marden Junior Skaters To Play 

For Team GB 
 

This July Great Britain will send its first ever team to the 

Junior Roller Derby World Cup in America and three 

Marden girls have been chosen to play on the team; Izzy 

Farkas, Marianne and Verity Corrick-Gough, along with 

the youngest qualified referee in Europe, Amelia 

Corrick-Gough. The team need to raise £20,000 to take 

twenty players to the event in Philadelphia and selectors 

have chosen seven Hereford junior players in total, all 

regulars with the Hereford Poison Berries, a team of 

under 18 girls and boys. In 2017, selected Poison Berries 

played at the MRDA (Men's Roller Derby Association) 

Championships, as England Juniors in Peterborough and 

wowed the crowds (and BBC viewers) at the adult 

Roller Derby World Cup in Manchester. 

Roller Derby is a very exciting game, originating in 

America and is a sport led by women, with lots of men’s 

and mixed junior teams too. Two teams battle to score 

points by having a designated player, the ‘Lead 

Jammer’, pass through the opposing team’s defence. It is 

a full-contact sport and the players wear substantial 

protection, as things can get rough! Juniors work safely 

through levels until they get to Level 3, which is the 

same standard as the adult team. 

Please look out for some fundraising events happening 

around the village, including stalls at the Church Fete on 

16th June, or email rebeccafarkas@yahoo.co.uk to find 

out how to contribute. 

Rebecca Farkas 

 

Congratulations girls.  Fantastic achievement. We look 

forward to hearing more about your achievements. 

Editors 

 

 

 

mailto:rebeccafarkas@yahoo.co.uk


Marden News and Views – June 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Wildside of Marden 
At the Wildlife meeting in Marden in May a gentle quiet, knowledgeable lady called Mary Walters came and told us about bees. 

A few of us are now identifying the different bees. Many of them, though they seem to be together when trying to find a nest, 

are actually solitary bees of which there are over 250 different types. The honey bee is of only one type and this is the only one 

to swarm in the UK. I was fascinated to learn about cuckoo bumble bees who wait for the other bees to do the work and then 

pop their eggs in to be raised by the workers of the nest. There are also cuckoo wasps but they kill the wasps including the 

queen in the nest and lay their eggs who then feed off the developing grubs. Amazing! Well we all know, the bird, the cuckoo, 

who likes to lay its eggs in another birds nests and its offspring then kicks out the other birds young so the young cuckoo can to 

be reared by its adopted parents. As predicted I heard the cuckoo for the first time just after I had submitted the last article. I 

thought it was on the 16th April but definitely on the 18th April. However I don’t think there are as many around but I have seen 

one and hear it most days but not for long.   

As I travel about or look out of my window I often notice birds on the wires. At this time of the year, mostly swallows but again 

I think the numbers are less. I have also noticed flitting about martens, house and sand and in the last few weeks with the arrival 

of the warmer days the swifts, with their incredible flight as they zoom about the skies only ever landing on horizontal surfaces 

such as rocks or buildings. At dusk on the wires I have seen the round ball of the little owl or the bigger oval of the tawny owl. 

Then flying low over the hedges barn owls. The hedges have just burst into flowers on and under them. Cow parsley has grown 

feet tall and the spring bulbs have just about faded away. The insects are growing in numbers and the aphids are here so bring 

on the ladybirds. So many ladybirds have hibernated in the church this winter that I have spent a while trying to rescue as many 

as possible to put outside to find food. There are still many dried up dead bodies about along with the large bumble bee, red 

admiral butterfly or queen wasp that couldn’t escape. The bats are back and they are now able to hunt well for the insects.  

I went on a reptile half day with the HWT at Bodenham Lakes where we were looking for grass snakes. Nigel Hand ‘the expert’ 

would suddenly dive into a bush and come out with a grass snake to show us and then we saw a few more including one that 

was in a shallow pool feasting itself on tadpoles. He said there is a healthy population of grass snakes in the area. We set up 

refuges and one snake has used one and a pair of mating slow worms another. As I have spent the last few days chatting to 

people I have heard a few snake stories. At one place they had seen a pair of writhing hissing grass snakes mating. Another has 

many grass snakes as well as the odd adder or two. She found one adder basking on the patio in the sun so she shut the dog in 

and waited for it to go away on its own accord. The adder will only bite if disturbed and it does not always release venom. One 

lady had a lovely pond of fish that all got eaten by an enormous grass snake, can’t blame that one on the otter. One of the 

predators of the snake is the buzzard of which we have plenty but I was mildly surprised to learn that another is the pheasant. 

Perhaps not such the stupid bird we seem to encounter trying to cross the road or more likely run into the road in the path of 

oncoming vehicles. I saw a cock pheasant sitting motionless by the side of the road and he did not move as I passed. I went back 

to check to see if he was there but he had gone but I discovered he had been sitting on a dead female and so perhaps he was 

having a moment of mourning.  

Even if amphibians and the slithering snake are not your cup of tea still come along to the next Marden Branch of the HWT on 

the 6th June at 7pm as Nigel Hand will be speaking about our native creatures of the reptile and amphibian world and he really is 

very interesting.  

Keep the stories coming in we love them 

JT 

 

Marden Community Open Gardens 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th June 2018 

Sat 2-5pm; Sun 2-4pm 
Marden, Herefordshire 

The eight gardens are located in all four corners of the village,  

each giving visitors a different vista to gaze out onto. 

Hillside - HR1 3EY 

Nash Hill – HR1 3ES 

27 Walkers Green – HR1 3DU 

Whynncroft Sutton St Nicholas – HR1 3BU (Saturday only) 

Church House – HR1 3EN 

Tremar, Woodbine Close – HR1 3DX 

68 Walkers Green – HR1 3EB 

69 Walkers Green – HR1 3EB 
 

Adults £8, u12 free 
 

For more details about these unique gardens, please visit:  

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/event/marden-community/ 

 
 

 

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/event/marden-community/


Marden News and Views – June 2018 

MARDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 14 May, Cllr David Bennett was elected Chair and Cllr Kate Ryan was 

elected Vice Chair. Councillors for various working groups were agreed and various matters were considered including: 

the Internal Audit and Annual Return for the accounts for 2017-18 were adopted and have been sent to the External 

Auditor – see below for more details; GDPR policies and documents were adopted and noted – see below for more 

information; and various other parish matters. 

Cllr Richard Batho resigned from the parish council at the end of the meeting and the vacancy process is now underway. 

Next Parish Council Meeting – Monday 11 June 2018 at 7:30 pm in the Community Centre – All welcome.  

Annual Return for 2017-18 accounts 

This is available on the website on the Accounts, Policies and Documents page via the Parish Council tab. The dates for 

the Notice of Public Rights to inspect the accounts is Monday 4 June to Friday 13 July by application to the Parish 

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer on 07789 322771 or mardenclerk@gmail.com. 

GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)  

The GDPR came into force on 25 May, as you will be aware from the many letters/emails you will have received from 

companies and charities. To comply with GDPR, the parish council is undertaking various tasks, both now and in the next 

few months. The Privacy Notice is available on the website on every page and a new page has been published under the 

Parish Council tab with all the policies and documents for GDPR. The website will be moving to a new domain name and 

the Councillors and Clerk will have new email addresses. If your details are on the website as a contact or you have been 

in contact with the council or you receive email alerts you will be asked to give consent for your data to be held by the 

parish council. 

Community Facilities Group 

Please see page 18 for an update and details of the next meetings and diary dates for fundraising events. 

Setting up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 

Are you willing to volunteer for a Marden Parish Neighbourhood Watch Scheme? If you would like to help with this 

important project to improve security, please contact Mike Darley on 07859 917534, or the Clerk on 07789 322771 or 

mardenclerk@gmail.com.  

Roadworks in the parish 

The website is updated with information on roadworks in the parish or local area – both for resurfacing/pothole repair and 

utility works. You can also go to https://roadworks.org for information, though not all local roadworks show on this 

website. 

Marden Village website 

Keep up-to-date with news, agendas and information for the parish – go to the parish website 

(www.mardenvillage.co.uk) and sign up for the notification service. If you have a news item you think should be 

shared on the website, please use the contact form on the website – www.mardenvillage.co.uk – or email the Clerk at 

mardenclerk@gmail.com 

Planning applications  

Noted P181359/AM, Land adjacent to Paradise House, Marden – Non-material amendment ref 171694/F (Proposed 

dwelling and access) – Supported under Urgent Planning Matters Policy – Approved with conditions. Noted P180224/F, 

Agricultural building, land opposite Burmarsh Cottages, Sutton St Nicholas, HR1 3BW – Proposed change of 

agricultural land to residential curtilage in connection with Prior Approval 161591 for 2 dwellings – Approved with 

conditions. Noted P180847/RM, Land adjacent to Rose Villa, Paradise Green, Marden, HR1 3DN – Reserved Matters 

application for 143782 (Proposed erection of 9 dwellings) – Withdrawn. 
Alison Sutton, Marden Parish Clerk. Tel: 07789 322771. Email: mardenclerk@gmail.com 

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD 

 

 

THE VOLUNTEER INN 
is pleased to announce that under new management 

‘The Prosser Family’, we had a new young chef 

called Jazz. 

We will then be doing food on Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday nights. Sunday lunches will be available 

from the 29th of April and are pre bookable as well 

as walk ins. 

The menu will be posted shortly so keep an eye out! 

It includes pub classics such as fish and chips, 

lasagne, steak and more. 

Starters, mains and desserts available.  

It would be lovely to see some support from the 

local community in this new venture of ours! 

The Prosser Family! 
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St Andrew's Church 
Moreton on Lugg 

Concert 
by The Monday Choir 

in church on Friday, 22nd June 

at 7.30 pm,   

Admission £5 

Light refreshments, coffee/tea 

Please phone Hazel  on 760 525 

if you would like further details 
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Are you aged 8-16, living in Marden parish? 
 

 
 

Please come to the meeting 
of Marden Youth Club 

TUESDAY 19 JUNE 7.00-9.00 pm 
 

Come and enjoy activities and make new friends.  
If you came to one of the first sessions and had a good 

time, bring your friends with you in June!  
 

                 
 

               

 

The Community Facilities Working Group (CFWG) continues work on mapping the available assets within the parish 
that could provide a venue for community facilities and increased activities for parishioners. More news later in the 
year when work has been undertaken in venues and hire prices have been set. 
 

Next meeting of the Community Facilities Group – To be arranged 
 

Volunteers to represent parishioners on the group are needed to make ideas a reality for all parishioners – All welcome 

 
 

MARDEN COMMUNITY FUN DAY 
Marden Community Centre and 

Recreation Ground 
Sunday 15 July 12 noon – 4.00 pm 

 – Rain or Shine! 
 

Burgers and sausages by ‘Jane’s Kitchen’  
 Ice cream van – Outdoor bar 

 

Tunes by DJ Steve Miles 
   Raffle – Games and prizes 

 
Our event last year was a great success and we are hoping for an even better day this year. 

Come along one and all! 
 

Funds raised on behalf of Marden Community Facilities Fund 
 

Next meeting of the Fundraising Group – Wednesday 13 June 2018 at 5:30 pm in the Community Centre  
All welcome – Come and join the Group, volunteers needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marden Community Facilities  
– fit for the future 
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Other Fundraising events in 2018 
 

 

29 September – Race Night 
 

20 October – Quiz Night 


